Regular source of care and the minority aged.
Data from the National Medical Care Expenditure Survey are used to examine the access of elderly minorities to a regular source of medical care. The findings suggest that such elderly persons are about as likely as the white elderly to have a routine point of entry into the medical care system. There are, however, difference in the type of setting at which care is received. Compared with the elderly population of whites, the elderly population of minorities is more likely to have a regular source of care in an institutional setting and less likely to have a regular source of care that provides house calls or emergency services. The absence of a usual source of care may be a contributing factor to the difference in use of health services between the white and the nonwhite elderly populations.